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tensely competitive young 
woman, a Dallas Cowboys fan 
�Z�K�R�P���,���Z�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���Z�D�Q�W���W�R���V�L�W���Q�H�[�W��
to during a game,. That Texas-
Baptist-�*�$���E�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W��
all good, nope, not all good. 
        Another true value of my 
Texas-Baptist-GA background is 
a personal, down-home, to-the-
core knowledge of the Bible. I 
still have it, and it surprises me 
when some other Christians 
�G�R�Q�¶�W�����,�W�¶�V���Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�����L�Q�V�W�L�Q�F�W�L�Y�H����
dependable. Good for the Bap-
tists, who teach and teach, and 
whose children learn and learn! 
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 �Q�L�W�\�����H�[�S�H�F�W�V�����,�¶�O�O���E�H�F�R�P�H���D�F�F�H�S�W��
�D�E�O�H���L�Q���*�R�G�¶�V�����W�U�D�Q�V�O�D�W�H�G�����%�D�S�W�L�V�W��
adults of the next generation up) 
sight. Yet the real impact became 
clear only later�² after Maiden, 
Lady-in-Waiting, Princess, 
Queen, Queen-in-Service, Queen 
Regent and Queen Regent-in-
Service - all the Forward Steps 
there were to conquer, including 
�W�Z�R���³�H�[�W�U�D�V���´ 
        As I sat outside the door, 
with five of my professors on the 
other side, and waited to take my 
doctoral oral exam, I first recog-
nized the true value of my Texas
-Baptist-GA background. I 
�W�K�R�X�J�K�W�����³�+�R�Z���E�D�G���F�D�Q���W�K�L�V���H�[�D�P��
�E�H�"�����,�W���F�D�Q�¶�W���E�H���Z�R�U�V�H���W�K�D�Q��
Elfrieda Day and the G.A. 
�5�H�Y�L�H�Z���%�R�D�U�G���´�����$�Q�G���L�W������
�Z�D�V�Q�¶�W�������%�H�L�Q�J���%�D�S�W�L�V�W�����,��
had learned early how to 
meet pressure with strength. 
Now, at a key moment in 
my academic preparation, I 
was grateful for that back-
ground, which had also 
helped mold me into an in-

        As a girl growing up Baptist 
in mid-century Texas, I went to 
church, school events and piano 
�O�H�V�V�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���������������Z�H�O�O�����W�K�D�W�¶�V���D�E�R�X�W��
it.  When friends and I got to-
gether, we typically went to one 
�D�Q�R�W�K�H�U�¶�V���F�K�X�U�F�K���D�F�W�L�Y�L�W�L�H�V�����O�L�N�H��
roller skating�² pretty exotic, 
huh?   
        The idea of multi-tasking    
�G�L�G�Q�¶�W���H�[�L�V�W�����I�R�U���D�W�W�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���W�R���D�Q��������
activity had to be focused and 
undiffused, concentrated and in-
tense. It carried guilt if I missed 
�L�W���R�U���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���G�R���P�\���E�H�V�W�����,�W���F�D�U�U�L�H�G��
goodness if I met all that was 
expected of me, academically 
and denominationally.  I was a 
motivated and successful stu-
dent, blessed in that regard. And 
I was a good Baptist girl, an es-
pecially good GA, who hungered 
to be good enough. 
        The impact of such a back-
ground on my future as an adult 
seemed to be this: if I live up to 
the standards that God 
(translated, my Baptist commu-


